
State Austerity, Local Fiscal 
Stress, and the Future:

National and Wisconsin View

Yunji Kim
Assistant Professor

Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison
Delivered at Cornell University

Dept. of City & Regional Planning Lecture Series
Ithaca, NY| December 1, 2017



Fiscal Stress and Austerity
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“Austerity Urbanism”
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National: Pragmatic Municipalism
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Source: Kim, Yunji, and Mildred E Warner. 2016. "Pragmatic Municipalism: Local Government 
Service Delivery After the Great Recession."  Public Administration 94 (3):789-805.
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Wisconsin
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Source: Jones, M., Kalman, C., McKown, C. “Where Cows and Deer Outnumber People in 
Wisconsin” WisCONTEXT Nov. 17, 2017 



REVENUES
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Wisconsin Local Revenues

National Wisconsin New
York

Federal aid 5% 3% 4%
State aid 32% 39% 30%
Property tax 30% 39% 29%
Charges 17% 14% 11%
Sales tax 7% 2% 9%

Local Rev as % Total General Revenue
by Source (2012)



Wisconsin Local Revenue Tools
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Have: Do not have:
• Property taxes
• Utility charges
• User fees
• Wheel tax
• Room tax
• PILOTS (Water Utility, tax 

exempt)
• Special assessments
• Impact fees
• Interest income
• Forfeitures

• Local income tax
• Local sales tax 

(except counties & 
municipalities 
w/premier resort 
areas)

• Local gas tax
• Local 

telecommunication 
taxes

Source: Witynski, C. League of Wisconsin Municipalities’ 2017 Urban Policy Forum



EXPENDITURES
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POLICY-MAKING
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THE FUTURE?
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Thank you

Questions or comments?
ykim535@wisc.edu


